
Dear friends, 
  
Here’s another production by the Dartmouth Theater Department that not only has a great team behind it but is also a 
really well chosen show for the players and the audience. Spring Awakening is equal to all the awards heaped on it—a 
gripping drama about coming of age and how adults can fail their adolescent children, with rock music rightly being the 
voice of young frustration and rebellion. 
  
Note that Haley Reicher, who’s playing the female lead (Wendla), has Vermont and Upper Valley roots and an 
interesting story of her own. 
  
Photos to come! 
  
Rebecca A. Bailey 
Publicity Coordinator/Writer, Hopkins Center 
rebecca.a.bailey@dartmouth.edu 
603.646.3991 
  

Spring Awakening, an unabashed look at adolescent sexuality, comes to Hop; 
Special outreach draws 50 from area high schools 

  
HANOVER, NH—Winner of eight Tony Awards, four Drama Desk Awards, four Olivier Awards and a Grammy, the 
groundbreaking rock musical Spring Awakening comes to the Hop in a production by the Dartmouth Department of 
Theater, Friday, February 21, through Sunday, March 2, in The Moore Theater of the Hopkins Center. The show contains 
adult language and content. 
  
Because the show deals in a frank and hard-hitting way with teenage emotional challenges and sexuality, the Hop 
created a special package for high school student groups at a discounted price to see the Saturday, March 1, 
performance and engage in discussions with the cast and production team. Some 50 people from five area high schools 
are taking part. 
  
With music by Duncan Sheik—a singer-songwriter who turned to writing for film and the stage—and a book and lyrics by 
Steven Sater, Spring Awakening is based on the once-scandalous 1891 German play of the same name by Frank 
Wedekind, the German playwright who is probably best known as the author of the source material for the Alban Berg 
opera Lulu. Conceived in the late 1990s and shaped through a long process of workshops, concerts, rewrites and an Off-
Broadway run, the musical opened on Broadway in 2006—making mega-stars of young leads Jonathan Groff (Looking, 
Frozen, Glee) and Lea Michele (Glee) and sweeping the high-profile drama awards. The success of the Broadway 
production has spawned several other productions worldwide, including various US productions, a short West End 
production that won four Laurence Olivier Awards including Best Musical, and a series of international productions. 
  
In the musical, alternative rock is employed as part of the folk-infused rock score, especially as an expression of the 
exuberance, frustration and high energy of the young protagonists. The New York Times called the show “a straight shot 
of eroticism…blessedly free of the sniggering vulgarity that infects too many depictions of sexuality onstage and on 
screen.” An unabashed look at adolescent sexuality in all its facets (including sexual abuse, same-sex attraction, 
unwanted pregnancy and despair at rejection), "it explores the confusion and desperation that ensue when the 
onrushing tide of hormones meets the ignorance of children raised by parents too embarrassed or prudish to discuss 
what those new urges signify," The Times writes. Insightful and moving, the show speaks to people young and old who 
have seen or experienced the effects of emotional repression. Not only can one sympathize with these characters, but 
they also give us a stark insight into our past society and even the hints of it that remain. 
  
Directed by Dartmouth Theater Professor Jamie Horton, a veteran theater professional who this fall gave a gripping 
performance as Juror #8 in Northern Stage's Twelve Angry Men, the production also includes choreographer Keith 
Coughlin and musical director Joel Mercier, who previously teamed up on Dartmouth's 2012 production 



of Hairspray. Also on the team are Dartmouth theater faculty Georgi Alexi-Meskhishvili (set designer), Laurie Churba 
Kohn (costume designer) and Dan Kotlowitz (lighting and projection design). 
  
For the March 1 performance, groups of students and chaperones are coming from five schools—Hartford High School, 
Woodstock Union High School, Hanover High School, The Sharon Academy and Rutland Senior High School—for a total 
of more than 50 people.  Before the show, the students will meet with Horton, and members of the artistic team to 
discuss the show's artistic process. After the show, students will break into small groups to discuss some of the topics in 
greater depth, with cast members and facilitators joining the various groups. 
  
The show's music sets it apart from much musical theater, said Mercier."I think this music speaks to the kids more than 
most musical theater because it is much closer to what they're hearing on the radio," said Mercier. "If we were 
doing Hello, Dolly!, I'm sure they would do a great job with it, but they wouldn't have the personal connection that they 
have with this show's music." 
  
Auditions drew a whopping 75 students, including many members of campus a cappella and dance groups and students 
new to theater department productions. The resulting cast of 15 (plus eight ensemble members) includes, as the female 
lead, Wendla, a Dartmouth first-year student whom Upper Valley and Vermont audiences have seen before. Haley 
Reicher lived in Vermont from age five through her sixth-grade year, the first five years in Warren, VT, and the last year 
in Norwich. During that time she charmed Barre Players audiences as Winthrop in The Music Man and Marta in The 
Sound of Music; and, during her year in Norwich was a lead dancer in the 2006 Christmas Revels at the Hop and played 
Betty Parris in a Northern Stage production of The Crucible.    
  
Since she moved with her family in 2007 to the San Francisco Bay Area, where they currently live, Reicher has performed 
in numerous school, community and professional theater and musical productions; spent her summers at musical-
theater camp; and trained in voice, dance and acting. Her other passion is studying the causes, transmission and 
solutions for infectious diseases, which has included an internship last summer with the Boston-based Partners for 
Health, during which she did research relating to a project on Haitian-based food production. At Dartmouth, she hopes 
to combine her interests in public health, performing arts and social equity. 
  
About the Creative Team 
  
Jamie Horton (director) was a principal actor and director with the Tony Award-winning Denver Center Theatre 
Company and taught in its conservatory MFA program for 23 years before joining the Dartmouth faculty in 2006. He has 
also acted and directed at other theaters around the country, including the Mark Taper Forum, the Cleveland Play 
House, and, closer to home, the New London Barn Playhouse and Northern Stage. He has worked extensively in film, 
television and radio -- as actor, screenwriter and producer, including playing a small role in Steven Spielberg’s Lincoln. 
Directing credits at Dartmouth include The Heidi Chronicles, Julius Caesar, Stop Kiss, and The Liar. 
  
New England-based theater artist and composer Joel Mercier (music director) is a six-time winner of the NH Theatre 
Award; artistic director of the newly founded NH Theatre Factory in Londonderry, NH; has worked at Northern Stage for 
four seasons; and was artistic associate and resident music director for six seasons at the New London Barn Playhouse. 
At Dartmouth, he was music director for a 2012 production of Hairspray and composer for a 2012 production of The 
Liar. Prior to returning to his home state of New Hampshire he worked in New York City assisting numerous shows, 
readings, and concerts, including Off-Broadway, as music director and related capacities. He was a regular accompanist 
at the Duplex and supervised several concerts at the Nokia Theatre Times Square. Hunting: The Musical Murder 
Mystery.   
  
Keith Coughlin's (choreographer) recent work includes Northern Stage's 2013 White Christmas, numerous productions 
at the New London Barn Playhouse, the US National tour of Clifford the Big Red Dog Live (U.S. National Tour), The 
Drowsy Chaperone (Cape Repertory Theatre), and Click Clack Moo! (Theatreworks,  U.S. National Tour). He serves as a 
regional director for the national dance competition and convention, Dancer's Inc. 
  



Georgi Alexi-Meskhishvili (set designer) also is a prominent painter and sculptor with works exhibited throughout 
Europe, Russia, South America and the United States. His personal works have been exhibited at Venice Biennale (1999) 
as well as in other international galleries, fine art museums and private collections. He has created sets for more than 
100 performances and has received numerous awards for Best Work in Set Design throughout Europe. He has designed 
for the Kirov Opera, the Munich Opera, the Metropolitan Opera and the Shakespeare Theatre in Washington. He 
recently designed the set for Benvento Cellini by Hector Berlioz at the Metropolitan Opera and the costumes for The 
Nose by Dmitri Shostakovitch at Bard College. Georgi teaches Scene Design in the Dartmouth Department of Theater. 
  
Laurie Churba Kohn (costume designer) worked extensively in New York City as a costume designer in theater, television 
and film for 15 years and is currently the faculty costume designer/professor at Dartmouth College.  Her costume 
designs have been seen in more than 100 stage productions, from Broadway to regional. She was on the design team 
at Saturday Night Live for 11 seasons and has also been a designer for various independent and feature films shot in and 
around New York. 
  
Dan Kotlowitz (lighting and projection design), a Dartmouth theater faculty member and lighting designer since 1995, 
has designed more than 300 professional productions, including for the New York Shakespeare Festival, Manhattan 
Theatre Club, Julliard Theatre, Lincoln Center, top regional theaters and performance artist Diamanda Galás' 
internationally touring shows. 
  
RELEVANT LINKS 
Link to event page 
https://hop.dartmouth.edu/Online/140221_theater 
Artists' websites 
http://www.haleyreicher.com/ 
https://www.dartmouth.edu/~theater/faculty/dankotlowitz.html 
http://www.lauriechurba.com/ 
https://www.dartmouth.edu/~theater/faculty/alexi-meskhishvili.html 
http://www.joelmercier.com/ 
http://www.broadwayworld.com/people/Keith-Coughlin/ 
https://www.dartmouth.edu/~theater/faculty/horton.html 
  
CALENDAR LISTING: 
Spring Awakening by the Dartmouth Department of Theater 
Winner of eight Tony Awards, four Drama Desk Awards and a Grammy, launch pad for the mega-careers of Glee's Lea 
Michele and Jonathan Groff, Spring Awakening uses a compelling alt-rock score to tell the story of teenagers discovering 
the inner and outer tumult of sexuality. Based on a controversial 1891 German play of the same title, it’s “a straight shot 
of eroticism…blessedly free of the sniggering vulgarity that infects too many depictions of sexuality onstage and on 
screen” (The New York Times). Contains adult language and content. 
Friday & Saturday, Feb. 21 & 22, Thurs-Sat, Feb.27-Mar. 1, 8 pm; Sunday, Feb. 23 and March 2, 2 pm 
The Moore Theater, Hopkins Center for the Arts, Dartmouth College, Hanover NH 
Tickets $15, Dartmouth students $5, all other students $10 
Information: hop.dartmouth.edu, 603-646-2422 
  

*    *    * 
  
Founded in 1962, the Hopkins Center for the Arts is a multi-disciplinary academic, visual and performing arts center 
dedicated to uncovering insights, igniting passions, and nurturing talents to help Dartmouth and the surrounding 
Upper Valley community engage imaginatively and contribute creatively to our world. Each year the Hop presents 
more than 300 live events and films by visiting artists as well as Dartmouth students and the Dartmouth community, 
and reaches more than 22,000 Upper Valley residents and students with outreach and arts education programs. After 
a celebratory 50th-anniversary season in 2012-13, the Hop enters its second half-century with renewed passion for 
mentoring young artists, supporting the development of new work, and providing a laboratory for participation and 
experimentation in the arts. 



  
CONTACT: 
Rebecca Bailey, Publicity Coordinator/Writer 
Hopkins Center for the Arts, Dartmouth College 
rebecca.a.bailey@dartmouth.edu 
603.646.3991 
 


